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Abstract
This paper is concerned with a nonlinear Timoshenko system modeling clamped thin
elastic beams with time delay. The delay is deﬁned on a feedback term associated to
the equation for rotation angle. Under suitable assumptions on the data, we establish
the well-posedness of the problem with respect to weak solutions. We also establish
the exponential stability of the system under the usual equal wave speeds
assumption.
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1 Introduction
In this paper, we are concerned with a Timoshenko system with time delay,
{
ρϕtt – k(ϕx +ψ)x = ,
ρψtt – bψxx + k(ϕx +ψ) +μψt +μψt(x, t – τ ) + f (ψ) = ,
(.)
where (x, t) ∈ (, )×R+.When μ = μ = f = , this system was proposed by Timoshenko
[] as a model for vibrations of a thin elastic beam of length . Here, ϕ = ϕ(x, t) denotes the
transverse displacement of the beam, ψ =ψ(x, t) denotes the rotation angle of the beam’s
ﬁlament and ρ, ρ, k, b are positive constants related to physical properties of the beam.
In the system, μψt represents a frictional damping and f (ψ) is a forcing term. The time
delay is given by μψt(x, t – τ ), where μ, μ, τ are positive constants.
To the system we add the initial conditions
{
ϕ(x, ) = ϕ, ϕt(x, ) = ϕ, ψ(x, ) =ψ, ψt(x, ) =ψ,
ψt(x, t – τ ) = f(x, t – τ ), t ∈ (, τ ), (.)
where f is prescribed, and the Dirichlet boundary conditions
ϕ(, t) = ϕ(, t) =ψ(, t) =ψ(, t) = , ∀t ≥ . (.)
We observe that our problem is set in a context where: (a) the damping is deﬁned only
on the equation for rotation angle; (b) the presence of a time delay; (c) exponential stability
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under a nonlinear forcing. Under this scenario we brieﬂy comment some of related early
works.
For partially damped Timoshenko systems, an important result was presented by
Soufyane [, ]. He showed that the linear system
ρϕtt – k(ϕx +ψ)x = ,
ρψtt – bψxx + k(ϕx +ψ) +ψt = 
is exponentially stable if and only if
ρ
ρ
= kb . (.)
This assumption, which means that both waves on the system have equal propagation
speed, was later extended to several other problems based on Timoshenko systems. We
refer the reader to the references [–] among others.
On the other hand, dynamics of delay systems have been a major research subject in
diﬀerential equations (see, e.g., [, ]). It is known that a time delay on the feedback term
(internal or at the boundary) in a wave equation can destabilize the system, depending on
the weight of each term, as discussed in Datko et al. [] and Nicaise and Pignotti [,
]. Following that context, Said-Houari and Laskri [] studied the stability of system
(.) with f (ψ) = . They proved that, under condition (.) and μ < μ, the system is
exponentially stable.
In the present paper our objective is to extend the result of Said-Houari and Laskri [] to
a nonlinear framework by adding a forcing term f (ψ). The rest of the paper is organized
as follows. In Section , we present some preliminary remarks and the main results. In
Section , we prove the well-posedness of system (.)-(.) by using semigroup theory. In
Section , we prove the exponential stability of system (.)-(.) by using energymethods.
2 Preliminaries andmain results
In this paper we use standard Lebesgue and Sobolev spaces
Lq(, ), ≤ q ≤ ∞, and H(, ).
In the case q =  we write ‖u‖ instead of ‖u‖.
Now we give some hypotheses on the forcing term f (ψ(x, t)). We assume f : R → R
satisfying
∣∣f (ψ) – f (ψ )∣∣ ≤ k(∣∣ψ ∣∣θ + ∣∣ψ∣∣θ )∣∣ψ  –ψ∣∣ for all ψ ,ψ ∈R, (.)
where k > , θ > . In addition we assume that
≤ fˆ (ψ)≤ f (ψ)ψ for all ψ ∈R, (.)
with fˆ (z) =
∫ z
 f (s)ds.
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In order to deal with the delay feedback term, motivated by [, , ], we deﬁne the
following new dependent variable:
z(x,ρ, t) =ψt(x, t – τρ), x ∈ (, ),ρ ∈ (, ), t > . (.)
Then it is easy to verify
τzt(x,ρ, t) + zρ(x,ρ, t) = , in (, )× (, )× (,∞). (.)
Thus, equations (.) are transformed to
⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎩
ρϕtt(x, t) – k(ϕx +ψ)x(x, t) = ,
ρψtt(x, t) – bψxx(x, t) + k(ϕx +ψ)(x, t)
+μψt(x, t) +μz(x, , t) + f (ψ(x, t)) = ,
τzt(x,ρ, t) + zρ(x,ρ, t) = ,
(.)
with x ∈ (, ), ρ ∈ (, ) and t > , and the initial and boundary conditions are
⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎩
ϕ(x, ) = ϕ, ϕt(x, ) = ϕ, ψ(x, ) =ψ, ψt(x, ) =ψ, x ∈ (, )
z(x,ρ, ) = f(x, –ρτ ), (x, t) ∈ (, )× (, τ ),
ϕ(, t) = ϕ(, t) =ψ(, t) =ψ(, t) = , t > ,
z(x, , t) =ψt(x, t), x ∈ (, ), t > .
(.)
First of all, we shall show the well-posedness of problem (.)-(.).
Before using the semigroup theory, we introduce two new dependent variables u = ϕt




dt (t) =AU + F , t > ,
U() =U = (ϕ,ϕ,ψ,ψ, f(·, –τ ))T , (.)
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We deﬁne the energy space H by
H :=H(, )× L(, )×H(, )× L(, )× L
(
(, )× (, )). (.)
For U = (ϕ,u,ψ , v, z)T , U = (ϕ,u,ψ , v, z)T and for ξ a positive constant satisfying
τμ ≤ ξ ≤ τ (μ –μ), (.)














Now we give the result of the well-posedness of solutions to problem (.).
Theorem . Assume that (.)-(.) and μ ≤ μ hold, then we have the following re-
sults.
(i) If U ∈ H , then problem (.) has a unique mild solution U ∈ C([,∞),H ) with
U() =U.
(ii) If U and U are two mild solutions of problem (.), then there exists a positive
constant C = C(U(),U()) such that
∥∥U(t) –U(t)∥∥H ≤ eCT∥∥U() –U()∥∥H for any ≤ t ≤ T . (.)
(iii) If U ∈D(A), then the above mild solution is a strong solution.























Below we shall give the stability result.
Theorem . Assume that (.)-(.) and μ < μ hold. Assume that (.) also holds.
Then, with respect to mild solutions, there exist C >  and η >  such that
E(t)≤ Ce–ηt , t ≥ . (.)
3 The well-posedness
In this section, we shall study the well-posedness of solutions to problem (.)-(.) to
complete the proof of Theorem ..
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Lemma. The energy E(t) deﬁned by (.) is a nonincreasing function along the solution




ψt (x, t)dx –C
∫ 

z(x, , t)dx≤ , (.)
and there exist two positive constants δ and C, independent of initial data in H , such






















Proof Multiplying the ﬁrst equation in (.) by ϕt , the second equation by φt , integrating

































z(x, , t)dx. (.)
We multiply the third equation in (.) by ξ
τ
z and integrate the result over (, ) × (, )





















z(x, , t) – z(x, , t)
)
dx,
which, together with (.), (.) and the fact ddt fˆ (ψ) = f (ψ)ψt , gives us (.).
It is easy to get (.) by using (.) with δ = min{  , ξ }. The proof is therefore complete.

Lemma . The operator A deﬁned in (.) is the inﬁnitesimal generator of a C-
semigroup in H .
Proof It follows from (.) that for all U(t) ∈D(A),
〈AU ,U〉H ≤ –C
∫ 

ψt (x, t)dx –C
∫ 

z(x, , t)dx≤ ,
which implies that the operator A is a dissipative operator.
Next we will prove that the operator I – A: D(A) → H is onto, that is, given U∗ =
(f, f, f, f, f)T ∈ H , we seekU = (ϕ,u,ψ , v, z)T ∈D(A) is a solution of (I –A)U =U∗. We




ϕ – u = f,
u – k
ρ
(ϕx +ψ)x = f,
ψ – v = f,
v – b
ρ









These equations can be solved following Said-Houari and Laskri [] or Nicaise and Pig-
notti [].
Then we can infer that the operatorA is m-dissipative inH . SinceD(A) is dense inH ,
thus we can conclude that the operatorA is the inﬁnitesimal generator of a C-semigroup
in H by the Lumer-Phillips theorem (see, for example, Pazy []). The proof is now com-
plete. 
Lemma . The operator F deﬁned in (.) is locally Lipschitz in H .
Proof Let U = (ϕ,u,ψ , v, z) and U = (ϕ,u,ψ, v, z), then we have
∥∥F(U) – F(U)∥∥H ≤ ∥∥f (ψ ) – f (ψ)∥∥L .
By using (.), Hölder’s and Poincaré’s inequalities, we can obtain
∥∥f (ψ ) – f (ψ)∥∥L ≤ (∥∥ψ ∥∥θθ + ∥∥ψ∥∥θθ )∥∥ψ  –ψ∥∥
≤ C
∥∥ψ x –ψx ∥∥,
which gives us
∥∥F(U) – F(U)∥∥H ≤ C‖U –U‖H .
Then the operator F is locally Lipschitz in H . The proof is hence complete. 
Proof of Theorem . It follows from Lemmas .-. that the Cauchy problem has a
unique local mild solution








deﬁned in a maximal interval (, tmax).






Let U(t) be a mild solution with U ∈D(A). By using Theorem .. in Pazy [], we con-
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which, by density, holds for mild solutions. Then it is a contradiction with (.) and there-
fore tmax =∞, that is, the solution is global. The proof of (i) of Theorem . is complete.
It is easy to get inequality (.) by using (.), the local Lipschitz behavior of F and
Gronwall’s inequality. Then we can obtain the continuous dependence on the initial data
for mild solutions. This proves the item (ii) of Theorem ..
By using Theorem .. in Pazy [] (see also []), we know that anymild solutions with
initial data in D(A) are strong. Then the proof of Theorem . is therefore complete. 
4 Exponential stability
In this section, we shall prove Theorem ., which will be divided into the following lem-
mas.











satisﬁes that for any ε > ,
d





















z(x, , t)dx, (.)
hereafter λ >  is the ﬁrst eigenvalue of – in H(, ).






















ϕt dx – ρ
∫ 

ψt dx + k
∫ 








z(x, , t)ψ dx +
∫ 

f (ψ)ψ dx. (.)
It follows from Young’s inequality and Poincaré’s inequality that for any ε > ,
∫ 

∣∣z(x, , t)ψ∣∣dx≤ ελ
∫ 













z(x, , t)dx, (.)
∫ 

∣∣f (ψ)ψ∣∣dx≤ ∫ 





which, together with (.)-(.), gives us (.). The proof is now complete. 
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where g is the solution of
–gxx =ψx, g|x=, = . (.)
Then the functional I satisﬁes, for any η, η˜ > ,
d
























Proof We know from (.) that
d
dt I(t) = –b
∫ 

ψx dx + ρ
∫ 

ψt dx – k
∫ 











ψz(x, , t)dx –
∫ 

f (ψ)ψ dx. (.)


















∣∣ψz(x, , t)∣∣dx≤ μηλ
∫ 







































Combining (.) and (.)-(.) with (.) and (.), we can complete the proof. 








Then we may get the following lemma.
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Lemma. Let (ϕ,ϕt ,ψ ,ψt , z) be the solution of problem (.)-(.), and assume that (.)
holds. Then the functional J(t) satisﬁes, for any ε > ,
d


































Proof By taking a derivative of (.), we arrive at
d
dt J(t) = ρ
∫ 












Using (.), (.) and integration by parts, we get
d







































(ϕx +ψ)z(x, , t)dx≤ k
∫ 















































which, together with (.)-(.), gives us (.). The proof is now complete. 
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Next we deal with the boundary term in (.). As in [], we deﬁne the function
q(x) = –x + , x ∈ (, ). (.)
Lemma . Let (ϕ,ϕt ,ψ ,ψt , z) be the solution of problem (.)-(.), then the following




























































z(x, , t)dx. (.)
Proof The same argument as in [], we know that for any ε > ,
b[ψxϕx]x=x= ≤ ε
[






ψx () +ψx ()
]
. (.)

















bρqψtψx dx ≤ –b
[
























































ϕx dx + k
∫ 





which, along with (.)-(.), gives us (.). The proof is now complete. 






e–τρz(x,ρ, t)dρ dx. (.)
Then we can ﬁnd the following result in [].
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Lemma . Let (ϕ,ϕt ,ψ ,ψt , z) be the solution of problem (.)-(.), then the following
estimate holds:
d









where c is a positive constant.
Now we deﬁne the following Lyapunov functional L (t) by









qψtψx dx + I(t). (.)
Then we may obtain the following lemma.
Lemma . Let (ϕ,ϕt ,ψ ,ψt , z) be the solution of problem (.)-(.). For M large enough,
there exist two positives γ and γ depending on M, N and ε such that for any t ≥ ,
γE(t)≤ L (t)≤ γE(t). (.)
Proof The same argument as in [], we can deduce
∣∣L (t) –ME(t)∣∣ ≤ α
∫ 

ϕt dx + α
∫ 


















where the positive constants αi (i = , , , ) are determined as in [].



































It follows from (.)-(.) that there exists a positive constant C˜ such that
∣∣L (t) –ME(t)∣∣ ≤ C˜E(t). (.)
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Then choosing M so large that γ := M – C˜ >  and γ = M + C˜ > , we complete the
proof. 











































































First we choose η so small that
η ≤ bCμ ,
and then we choose ε small enough so that
ε ≤ k + k .

















After that, we select η˜ small enough so that
η˜ ≤ N .
Then we takeM so large that there exists a positive constant δ such that
d
















Noting that (.), we know that there exists a positive constant β such that
d
dtL (t) ≤ –βE(t), (.)
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Then we can get
L (t)≤ L ()e– βγ t . (.)






which gives us that the exponential stability holds for any U ∈D(A). Noting that D(A) is
dense in H , we can extend the energy inequalities to phase space H . Thus we complete
the proof of Theorem .. 
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